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From 65th Street to Sundance
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The lights dim in a Ballard High School video pratian classroom as teacher Matt
Lawrence begins his critique of students' work.

"This is an unfortunate shot. It's a jump cut," ltamce noted. "You really need a
reaction shot here. But look at the compositiothaf next frame. It's excellent.”

Students expect to hear honest and sometimesddomnents from their teacher.
They use the words "perfectionist," "demanding" gobfessional” to describe him.

Students in the Ballard High

School V|de_0 prOdUC“(_)n Many students also call Mr. Lawrence "inspiratidreaid they say he's the reason
program receive exceptionalgallard has a respected video production progrésalprogram so acclaimed that
training and honest directionBallard High School was one of only nine schoolthie nation invited to attend the

from their instructor. Matt recent Sundance Film Festival.

Lawrence. As a result, they Lawrence - who has a calm, confident manner - do¢svant individual
W - w , i - individu
have won r_]umero_us awards recognition for the video program's success. He #a credit should go to the
their creations Ballard High Foundation, which paid for some of gwriipment the school needed,
and to a professional advisory committee.

Even so, Lawrence is the teacher who created thizglum in 2001 and under his direction studerggehwon nearly 100
awards for their work.

"In the last couple of years we've had finaliststi® grand prize at the national high school figstival,” Lawrence said.
"Students really are making the most of these eka%s

The opportunity available at Ballard High Schoolase.

While other schools in Seattle have video departmenost of those are vocational programs thattéachnical skills. And
at some high schools the focus is on media analyaisrence said Ballard's approach is unique bec#us a combination
of both.

"Just as reading and writing go together, analgsis production are connected," he said.

The instructor knows a lot about both subjectsellimed a master's degree in education and filnaiséde production from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison. He has 19 geafrexperience working with film and video on coemgial and
corporate projects. He was also one of the originéers for The Onion, a parody newspaper pubtisheekly in print and
on the Internet.

"Having a diverse background in all corners ofitigustry is what allows me to offer a diverse auurhuim,” said Lawrence.
"That helps students build a portfolio that'll t&kem in all kinds of possible directions."

Students learn a little of everything from advemntisand visual storytelling to news production.
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One example of student creativity is a commeracaBallard-based Marley's Skateboard. It opens withose up of
someone's feet on a skateboard. The boarder swoasldlips down the street with a pack of othetteskoarders following,
and then the action screeches to a halt. The hextrsveals it was an elderly woman on the skateboa

"It's difficult to break a stereotype in just 3@&eads, but it's so effective," Lawrence said.

Many graduates have gone on to study art, filmadcast journalism and public relations. A few shidénave even gotten
industry jobs right out of high school based ongtrength of their portfolios.

Former student Max Bennett is one of Ballard's emtris. He received the largest scholarship postilitee film school at
Columbia College of the Arts in Chicago.

Student George Westberg, a BHS senior, has beeptaccto New York University's elite film school are he'll start
classes in the fall. NYU only accepts about 30 @etof its applicants.

"Once | started video production, | realized howcmliloved it," Westberg explained. "I've learnamhhto be a more critical
thinker. It's also taught me how to adapt while kirog with other students on projects."”

Even students who don't intend to pursue a canetiiei film industry have gained something from phegram.

"This class is the reason | come to school eacli' dajd Kinsey Miller, who is a senior in an advadwideo production
course.

Miller has been the drama department's stage maffagseveral years, but her focus has shifted floeater arts to culinary
arts. She's a baker at the café in Swanson's guaedrplans to open a restaurant in Seattle someday

She said the video classes taught her "life skills.

"It's important to know how to take criticism," skaid. "We sit in class and our work goes up orstireen and everyone
tells you what could have been better. Sometimesard to listen to but I've learned not to takgersonally.”

The one "critic" whose opinion matters most to Efilis her instructor.

"It's tough to get approval from Mr. Lawrence, kdten you do it feels so good," she said. "Whengerubring him down to
your level and you rise up to his level it's reahatifying. And if you can make him laugh thatie tbest feeling ever."

Last month students had a chance to learn from sdrie world's best independent filmmakers duthngr five-day visit to
the Sundance Film Festival in Park City, Utah.

Although the esteemed event doesn't exhibit workigi school students, teen filmmakers from nirtests in the U.S.
were invited to observe.

A dozen Ballard students had Sundance credentialietv independent movies, listen to panel disaurssand participate in
workshops with screenwriters or composers.

It'll be difficult to top that event, but Lawrenieplanning a field trip to Hollywood in 2007. Baittl has several graduates
working in the Los Angeles area and wants to lipesome "behind the scenes" tours so students seelthow another part
of the industry works.

Lawrence is impressed with BHS students, past agsept.

"Their work blows me away," he said enthusiasticallm excited to see students influence eachrathd learn from each
other."
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